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IE repreſentative body of this people 
having very fully and repeatedly | re- 
monſtrated againſt theſe acts, as un- 
conſtitutional, and as infringing the rights and 
ject, it is unneceſſary to 
add any thing upon that head; but we ſha 
confine our remarks to ſuch * of theſe acts 
as affect the trading intereſt, 


By theſe acts certain rates and duties are im- 
poſed on molaſſes, ſugars, wine, tea, glaſs; 
paper, and many other articles commonly i im- 
ported into the Britiſh” colonies in America, 
and ſeveral leading articles which procured re- 
mittances to Great-Britain, are now either 
brought into the claſs of enumerated articles, 
or ſubjected to the duty, riſque and expence 
of being landed in Great - Britain; which em 
barraſſments on the trade of the colonies muſt 
greatly diminiſh, if not wholly deſtroy, ſe- 
veral branches of it, and ſo far leſſen the de- 
mand for Britiſh manufactures, great quantities 
of which are annually imported into this pro- 
vince (more than the amount of our exports to 
Great-Britain) for the payment of which we 
depend not only upon what is produced among 
ourſelves, but alſo upon what is caught out of 
the ſea, or is obtained by a circuity of com- 
merce abroad. To. collect this revenue the 
government is at a very. great expence, equal 
at leaſt (and, including the charge of men of 
War and Cutters. to guard the coaſt, 'vaſtly ſu- 
perior) to all the revenue that could be col-. | 
Ini, Boll. our ad been as extenſive as it ; 


was Pee thols 4 were 8 5 which | 2 
not the caſe now, and never. r vi .be. while | 
; 4 remain in 1 E. : 
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One bite — 0 of tho 7 et this 
province is the fiſhery carried on to the Banks,, 
in which there are upwards of three hundred 
veſſels employ d, beſides a great number of 
boats in the Bay, and about ninety fail in the 
mackarel fiſhery. The amount the'fiſh theſe 
veſſels cure, with the pickled fiſh-and liver oil, 
is upwards of one 'hund?ed a ai d fixty ehouſand 
pounds ſterling per annum: about two-fifths of 
the Bank fiſh turns out merchantable, and is 
ſent toSpain, Portugal and Italy, an and the nett 
| Proceeds remitted to Great- Britain; the other 
three; fifths, being unfit for any market in 
Europe, is ſent with the pickled fiſn and 
mackarel to the iſlands in the Weſt- Indies: 
And as the Engliſh iſlands do not conſume: 
more than is made by the boats in the Bay, p 
being about one-fifth, 'and one-fourth of the 
mackarel and pickled fiſh, the remaining two-. 
fifths made by the Bankers, together with 
three NT of the mackarel and pickled 
8 fiſh 
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= fich, is carried to the French and. other. fareign 
Hands, in return for which we receive mo- 
laſſes and ſome ordinary fugars.—This valuable 
branch of our trade, the fiſhery, almoſt, if not 
> wholly, depends on our trade to the foreign 

Hands in the Wefſt-Indies—As we cannot 
eure fiſh for the European markets ſeparate | 
from the other fort ſent there, and as we have 
no_ other market for what is made by the. ; 
Bankers, it will be loſt if not ſent ta the fo- 


reign iſlands, and this loſs muſt ieee de- 
OT: he whole Bank fiſhery. IE: 


Re Another conſiderable branch of the Poa of 
this province is, lumber of all kinds, alſo pro- 
viſions, horſes, and many other articles ſuitable 
for the Weſt-India markets, in which trade 
there are upwards of an hundred and eighty 
veſſels annually employed, moſt of which 
make two voyages in a year ; Theſe veſſels call 
firſt at the Englith iflands, and when they are 
ſupplied, the remainder. is carried to the foreign 
iflands,—A' quantity of oak timber, ſtaves, and 
other lumber i is fent to Ireland, ſome to Ma- 
. and the Weſtern Hands, to purchaſe . 
wo 1 wines 


fs — 


thence. to England „ together with the veſſels, 


(5) 
wines, and ſome few cargoes are ſent to Spain, 
Portugal and England, but none to any foreign 
port to the northward of Cape Finiſter.— The 
firſt. cot of theſe cargoes of lumber being very 
ſmall, the whole profits are not more than 4 


bare freight for the veſſels; but this freight is 


2 great encouragement. to-ſhip-building, which 


is s another conſiderable branch of trade in this 


ovince, wherein there have been upwards of 


three hundred ſail built in a year, before the 


late embarraſſments were laid on the trade, 
ſince which this number has been reduced at 
leaſt two-thirds, and the tradeſmen formerly 


employ' d in this branch of buſineſs are now 
obliged to procure a livelihood in ſome manu- 
facture, or ſtarve. Some of theſe thips went 


directly to Europe with fiſh, oil, pot and pearl 


aſh, naval ſtores and lumber, but the greateſt 
part went to the Weſt-Indies with lumber, 


i fiſh, and other articles of our produce, the 


proceeds of which, with the freights from 


were remitted to — ta pay for the 


goods we received from thence; and, by 
| . Amber — and building ſo many 


veſſels, 
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large quantities of rum, to purchaſe rice, to- 


1550 and naval ſtores, and took in freight for 
Great= Britain, where the proceeds of the | 
whole {and indeed of all our 2 centers. N : | 


ELLA pH as 


becher idee MANS of our Ude is | 
that carried on to Africa, where we ſend large 
quantities of New. England rum, not only for 
our Own trade, but 'to ſupply the traders i „ 
thips from Great-Britain, with whom we ex- 


change this commodity for other European 


articles brought out by them ſuitable for that A 
trade, 'by means of which they are enabled to 
carry on their trade to greater advantage than 
they would otherwiſe do without this neceſſary . 
article And as the ſlaves purchaſed there are 
chiefly ſold in the Weſt-Indies for bills on. 5 
London, the proceeds of this trade conſe- 


_ are rem led to o Great- Britain. | 


5 


„e been 1e carriers 25 ler parti u ot 5 
Alerts "Beſides the trade to the Welſt-Ingies, 8 
or our ſhips formerly went to Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, where they carried 
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5 All theſe ſeyeral branches of trade are greatly. : 
7 1 0 the : 5 e and Vat 5 


| 122 2 
| ke 21 55 4 na will be. a Aeg 
ragement to a trade Which has inſinuated itſelf. 
iato, and is a great ſpring/to.eycry. branch of 
buſineſs among us.—The fiſhery, the lumber: . 
trade and ſhip-building, are greatly promote * 
1 by the i importation of molaſſes, and diſtilling. : 
itt into rum, and the trade to Africa v Wholly: 
il depends on this article; ſo that any act whic „ 


i hath ; 4 tende: to obſtruet the i importation of, 


i | molaſſes, muſt be pre judicial to Oreat Tian, | 
| _—t for mer acts, impoſing, duties, on mo-, 
1 laſſes, were intended only as a regulati n of! J 


9 7 trade, and to encourage our o.¹n illands, a ic * 


7 tbe duty was only on u Hreign. molaſſes;,, hüt; 
1 by theſe acts it Is impoſed on, all; mo * 
| and expreſsly for the e ff. lm rec, . 


venue. 
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The auty of five ſhillings pet hundred on 
brown, . : twenty-two * illinge on white 
ſugars is a great burden on olit trade to "the 
foreign iſlands: If we confine ourfelves to 
molaſſes; a ſufficient return'd - cargo catnt al. 
ways be obtained; aid the aforefiit duties 
upon' ſagits are ſo heavy, as to render the im- 
por — them fo unptofitable, that we cannot 
purſue a trade by bee of _ oe 
ren e are 00 try. | 


| By theſe acts we are reſtrained from expo 

ing ſugars to a foreign market, withont arte 
landing them in Great · Britain, or obtaining a 
licence from thence to carry them directly to a 
foreign market. If we go fleſt to Great- 
Britain, and land them there, it will prove fo 
expenſive, by the delay and charges of un- 
loading and reſhipping, and alſo of a double 
freight and inſurance, that the trade cannot be 
catried on to any advantage, eſpecially in a” 
time of war.—If we carry theſe ſugars ditectiy 
to a foreign market, by licence from Great- 
Britain, the difficulties and embarraſſments are 
ſtill greater, as the veſſel i in which any ſugars 
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are to be ſhipt muſt firſt go to-Great-Britain, 
and the maſter enter into bonds there, before 
a licence can be procured, during which the 
fugars are to remain in the King s ſtores here; 
and after they are delivered. in a foreign port, 


. the veſſel muſt return to Great-Britain to can- 


cel the bonds, before ſhe can proceed on any 


other voyage. Tho! the liberty granted to 


carry theſe ſugars directly to foreign ports by 


licence, might be intended as an encourage 5 
ment to the trade, the regulations and re- 


ſtrictions are ſuch as will effectually defeat 
this very deſign: Whereas, if we were al- 


lowed to export theſe. ſugars (after being 
ſtored here under the care of cuſtom-houſe 
officers) to foreign markets in our own veſ⸗ 
ſels, free of duty, it would encourage the 


bringing them here, and in time might be- 


come a very conſiderable branch of trade; 
and in particular would enable us to employ 
our fiſh-ſhips to- better. advantage, as they 
carry no fiſh between decks, and conſequently 
might be partly laden with ſugars. _ But under 
the preſent. regulations, none will ever be 
brought here in order to be exported to a fo- 


C - | reign 


PPP Prgng, 519009; 77 RARE 2 = 


f ager mm, * 
N — ov — e rr 
ä — 2 PREY” 3 oe” - J 7 4 * . 
CEE PACO TIES rf MT WOT CPN OILS Tbs ns 2 Our ar WP RR It 
5 . 4 e — + — — 


reign market in Europe, ow in our own. 
veſſels or a other. HY 


| Here it may be Proper to objerve, - that 


ſhould we be allowed the free importation of 


foreign ſugars, even for own conſumption, the 
trade of Great-Britain would not be injured, 
but greatly benefitted ; for in this caſe, more 


of the ſugars made in the Engliſh iſlands 
might be carried to Great-Britain, and what 
they did not conſume would be exported from 


thence to foreign markets, which would em- 


ploy a greater number of ſhips, and thereby 
increaſe the commerce of Great-Britain, with- 
out. leflening that of the colonies—and all the 


ſugars we procured from the French iſlands, 


and carried to foreign markets in Europe, 8 
muſt neceſſarily leſſen their navigation, and = 


increaſe that of Great- Britain. 


115 A INE we wd enn deruble remittances 
to Great-Britain with ſugars, the produce of 


the Engliſh iſlands, which we received in re- 


turn for our own produce ſold there: But by 
the act of the 6th of his ta Majeſty, we 


| find 
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( 11) 
find ſuch a diſtinction e in favour of our 
fellow ſubjects in the iſlands, that while they 


may import Britiſh plantation ſugars intg 
Great-Britain as ſuch, that which is imported 


from North-America muſt be deemed French; 


by which means we are cut off from an tle 


of export which hath been heretofore conſi- 
derable, and might be ſo ſill, were it not for 


this regulation. 5 ER be 


| Lopwood and Fo OR have been, by a 
circuity of trade, the means of large remit- 
tances to Great-Britain—theſe we have ob- 
tained by ſmall cargoes of proviſions produced 
among ourſelves, together with ſome Britiſh 


— manufactures, by which many of our veſſels 


have been employ'd; but now, by being 
obliged to carry them firſt to England, ſuch 


Heavy expences will be incurred, by reaſon of 
their bulk, and the ſmallne ſs of their value, 
as muſt put an end to this branch of buſineſs, 


and conſequently the trade muſt fall into the 
hands of fame 


\ 


C2 - The 
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The reaſons given for theſe regulations, as 
mentioned in the a& of the 6th of ' George 
the Third, were © the more effectually to 
i prevent enumerated goods being privately 
vc carried from the Britiſh colonies, into fo- 
« reign parts of Europe, in veſſels that 


« clear d out with non-enumerated goods; 


e and alſo to prevent the clandeſtine i impor- 
se tation of foreign European goods into ſaid 
% Britiſh colonies.” Upon the firſt of theſe 
reaſons we would obſerve, that the great care 


-and vigilance of the cuſtom-houſe officers here 


might anſwer the purpoſe, and effeQually 
prevent 'any ſuch enumerated goods from 


being exported to foreign parts.——With re- 
ſpect to the ſecond, it is difficult to conceive 


How the obliging a veſſel to ſtop at England, 
upon an outward-bound voyage, can have 
any influence in preventing the importation 


of illicit goods upon her return, eſpecially 


when ſufficient care was before taken to pre- 
vent ſuch illicit importation, by obliging all 


veſſels that have any foreign goods on board, 


to ſtop at Great. Britain on their return. 


Another 
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Another great embarraſſment to the trade 
af the colonies, is the multiplicity of bonds 
required by the aforeſaid acts of his preſent 
Majeſty,” in addition to the bond for enu- 
merated goods, required by an act made in 
the 12th year of the reign of Challes the 
Second, the condition of which bond is, 
That ſuch enumerated goods ſhall be landed 
either in Great-Britain, or ſome part of his 
Majeſty's dominions: And by an act of the 
4th of George the Third, coffee, piemento, 

cocoa, hides, ſkins, pot and pearl aſh, and 
ſeveral other articles, are added to the liſt of 
enumerated goods — beſides which, no maſter 
of a veſſel is allowed to take in any non 
enumerated goods, without firſt giving an- 
other bond, with one ſurety, the condition of 
which is, That none of aid non- enumerated 
goods ſhall be landed in any Port of Europe 
to the northward of Cape Finiſterre, except 
in Great- Britain; by which we are excluded 
from carrying even non-enumerated goods to 
Ireland, without firſt calling at ſome port in 
Great-Britain. If any iron, or lumber, are 
laden on board any veſſel, the maſter muſt 


give 


give a third bond, on the ſame condition 23 


that required for non-enumerated goods; and 
in cafe any rum is laden on. board, a fourth 
bond is required, the condition. of which is, | 
That ſuch Rum ſhall not be landed in the + Ie = 


| of: Man. 


_ Theſe body the officers of the ak; in Y 


this port, require for all veſſels loading any 
of theſe articles, not only for ſuch as are 
going to Europe, the Weſt-Indies, and other 


colonies on the continent, but even for 


coaſters going fram one_town to another .in 
the ſame province, and ſometimes for veſſels | 


under twenty tong, going to another town 


within the diſtrict of the fame cuſtom-houſe 


vyvhere the bonds aro given ; ſo that no lum- 


ber can be brought from the place of its 
growth, in the eaſtern parts of this province, 
to this, or any other market, for. exportation, 
until ſuch bond is given, though no cuſtom- 
houſe officer reſide within forty or fifty, and 
ſometimes one hundred miles of the place 


where the coaſter takes in his lumber: This 


is a very great embarraflineat. to the trade of 
"hs. 


(is) 
this ptovince,. in which there are a ghet 
number of veſſels employ d in the coaſting 
buſineſs, and upwards of one thouſand fail 
re annually enter'd and cleared at the ſeveral 
ces; This reſtriction appears the more un- 
accountable, 
Angle veſſel ever carried a cargo of lumber to 
any foreign port to the northward of os | 
Finiſterre. Had ſuch a trade formerly been 
carried on, the coaſting veſſels are not ca- 
pable of proſecuting ſuch a voyage, and the 
charge of theſe bonds, and certificates to can- 
cel them, amount annually to a very large 
ſom.——Befides theſe ſeveral bonds, every 
maſter of a veſſel, even a coaſter, is. obliged 
to take out a ſufferance and cocket for every 
article laden on board; and in caſe he takes 
in any goods for which bond is required, he 
muſt have a certificate from the collector, of 
his having given bond for thoſe articles; and 
in caſe he neglects taking ſuch certificate, not 
only the goods for which bonds are required, 
but even the veſſel and the reſt of the cargo; 
are forfeited. This has been ſeverely felt by 
ſome Traders here, who have loſt both veſſel 


3 and 


as it is not known that one 
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4 
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and cargo, to a very confiderable-yalue, only: 


for want of ſuch'certificate, tho the cocket 5 
for thoſe goods mentioned that bonds. were 
taken; but the certificate was eithen aniſlaid, 


or never delivered by the collectbr.— Ihe 


ſureties in theſe bonds are likewiſe greatly 


expoſed, ſhould the maſter neglect to ſend a 
certificate of the landing the goods for which 


he has given bonds, or ſhould the: collector 


refuſe or diſapprove of the certificate he. may 


ſend, as being improper (tho there ſhauld be 


no reaſon to ſuſpect the goods were carried to 
any port they were excluded from) the ſurc- 


ties may be proſecuted in the court of ad- 


miralty, and, obliged to pay conſiderable | 
coſts at leaſt, - if not the whole penalty, as 


| has heretofore. been experienced in that 


court, and is ſuch an inſupportable, burden 


on trade, as will ven many from engaging 
in it. 


1 a. cocket can = Me 26 out foe. any 
"a and ſome even of Britiſh manufacture, 


oath, muſt be made, when, by whom, and in 
what veſſel, the article intended to be ex- 


ported 


g 0 a 3 5 » 1 - 
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| * is the unlimited power given to "©; 
officers . of . the. cuſtomg,——The act palled in 


13 54 Þ 
9 
. 


the 4th year of Gegrge. the Third ordaing, 


That jo caſe any inforwatian. ſhall he com- 


megced and brang ht to tryal in America, : 
on gegount of ce le ſeizure of any ſhip or goods... 


fore the claimer, the defendant, if the BE 
centiſies that” there was 2. probable cauſe A 
Jeizure, ,ſhall not be intitled to any coſts of 
ſait whatſoever and further, in caſe an 
Action ſhall be brought againſt any officer, 
for ſeiging any ſhip, or goods, where n 
inforruation. ſhall be eee or brought 


W to aden the me, and a. verdict. 
'D all 


1 48) 


«a be given n againſt the geln oY 
43 plainlif, Pelides his ſhip or goods ſo ſeized, 
or the "value thereof.” ſhall not be entitled to 

above.two-petice, damages, nor to any coſt ” 
Tuit : But if the plaintiff ſhall be 'non-ſuited, 
or diſcontinue his action, ot if judgment 
al be given,, upon any verdict or de- 
murrer, againſt the plaintiff, the defendant 
ſhall recover triple coſts. By theſe clauſes 
in this act, and the power and extention of 
the. courts of FVice- Admiralty, ' the Whole 
trade of America lies at the merey * the 


bi, the former being Ipo wer to ſeize 
the ſhips or goods of the American mer 

chants at their pleaſure; and though they 
never proſecute thè ſame,” or act ever "oY 
arbitrarily or unjuſtly, the merchant has no 
remedy, the officer not being ſubject to any 


damage, or even to coſt of ſuit, while the 
diſtreſſed claimant, tho ever ſo much in- 


jured, if he ſhould be non-ſuited; or dif. 
continue his action, muſt pay triple coſts: 
And as the governor, as well as the officers 
"of tlie” cuſtoms and judge of the admiralty, 


© $«@ 


3 are 


. NEWS EY in thoſe "ER it. is .natural to 
_ cada they will always encourage and 
promote the ſame; and many N may 
be produced, where both veſſel an 5 
have been condemned as forfeited, 8 4 for 
a ſmall miſtake or neglect of the maſter, and 
the induſtrious trader thereby ruined ; z which 
ſeverities are not exerciſed term our fellow. 
9 in Great Britain. e 
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Since the appointment of a bend of com- | 
miſſioners to reſide in America, the reſttic- 
tions and embarraſſments on the trade have 
been greatly increaſed, by the attendance 
and delay in entering and clearing of veſſels 
at the collector's office, where ſome maſters 
have been obliged to wait two or three days, | 
before they could obtain an entry or permit 
to unload: The in many oaths and certificates 
tequired, before any veſſel can be cleared out, 
have occaſioned the ſame N . to our out- 
ward - bound veſſels. VV 5s v 8 
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Az difficulty Setiatig he entry 6f : 
rfl particularly from the Weſt- Indies, 18 
| A 


is) 
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the n ler 's beitg 'requir ed to make 0 hay 
53 ef their ,Cargoes on their it cl "of 


ven, at any out- rts th ma 1nto 
8 trary winds). and Tong Te” "liberty to. Dd. 
5 21 poſt-entry— In Geeste ſtain, the 
maſters are alfow'd"to take "reports tom d y 
to day, bs "they Had any y goods omitted ;. but 
this Juſtice is denied the Americans, and the 5 
board of commiſſioners Have publicly adver- 
tiſed, That no allowance, for the future, ſhall 
be wade. for miſtakes or omiſtions i in che firſt | 
report, even for adve ntures belonging to the | 
F This is an hardſhip, or rather Aa 


zraclty, as the ſeamen frequently get aboard 
more than che maflers are acquainted with, 
and as the me ſters purchaſe «heir mola 


ſhare 1 in tierces, and ſhift it, into other _ 
of their own when brought on board the 
E veſſel, and. are, often. filling up thoſe caſks, It 
15 ſometimes difficult for them exaily to 


Sa 


caſßs they have filled . fees Bikes at 
he .colleRor's office, Particularly for coaſters, 
_ wapd obliging them to enter and clear i in the 
dame manner as ve efſcl bound on foreign 


voyages, 


' 3 EE, 
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d to gixe bonds for 195 aig 
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2 ey carry for private families, even 
x fey pounds of tea or ſugar, or a few 
Sho of rum or molaſſes purehafed, of re- 
tallers, for Which they mult ' produce certifi- 


cates, N on bath, in what veſſel theſe trifles 


rted, and by whom the duties were 
Raid, Which i is often impoffible, are fuch em- 
arraſſments on this branch of buſineſs, as, if 
continued, it muſt entirely deſtroy it.— For- 
merſy the coaſters 1 were not required to take 
. cockets for. every rrifling + article, and the fees, 
both enteri g and clearing, was only, one Hilling | 
| ſterling, 2 the expence now is from ven 
ſpillings to Arleen for linge, which is more ready 
money than they ſometimes receive for their 
whole freight; and as they frequently take i in 
only a few articles, the charge of clearing thoſe 
articles at the cuſtom-houſe is more than the 
freight. The appointment of an almoſt in- 
credible number of inferior officers, as tideſ- 
men, bontmen, waiters and others, and re- 
quiring the maſter to receive and lodge them 
under deck (without any authority to ſupport 
i) is another cauſe of * of 


9 thoſe 


thole. wretches are * of © fac infamous 
characters, that the merchants cannot po eb. 
fibly think their intereſt ſafe under their care. 
Ehe liberty theſe fellows take, of ſearch- 
ing veſſels before they are diſcharged, and 
ſometimes: before the maſter's have reported 
at the cuſtom- houſe, is not only illegal, but 
impudent, and contrary to the practice in 
Great-Britain, where the officers never ſearch 
the hold of any veſſel till the maſter ſays the 
is diſcharged, and defires the waiter to cer- 
tify the ſame to the cuſtom-houſe. Another 
intolerable ' grievance is the appointment of 
officers of the cuſtoms. on board the men of 
war, cutters, and other armed veſſels; the 
arbitrary, unlawful and wanton manner in 
which they have exerciſed this authority in 
this province, is unprecedented 1 in any other 
mus of the Britiſh dominions. 5 


162 


4 «> theſe ol bes 658 Fs arms, 
have enter'd veſſels on the high ſeas, and in 
the harbours, inſolently demanded - of the 
maſters their papers, broke open their hatches, 
1 ſearch'd the hold with — candles; 
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even "ſhips" from London, ith hemp and | 
powder: on board, Have: been treated in tis 
manner, and both the lives and properties 
of his Majeſty's s loyal ſubjects thereby Steat- 
ly endanger' d. Some veſſels coming into 
this harbour, before the maſters do, 
reach the cuſtom- houſe to males report, 
have been boarded by armed boats from 
Romney, commanded by Captain Cor- 
ner: One veſſel, from the Weſt⸗ Indies, 
had her Hatches open'd, anditwenty: bebte 
heads of molaſſes hoiſted upon deck, 
ſearchi the hold: Anether veſſel, vic 
Jumber, Was carried along ſide the Rom- 
ney; her hold unſtowed, and the boards 
taken on board the king's ſhip, before the 
maſter was permitted to go to the cuſtom- 
| houſe to report: A veſſel from * Liſbon, 
bound ts Marblehead, was boarded on the 
High feas by Mr. Panton, lieutenant of the 
Roſe (who was likewiſe an officer of the 
cuſtoms) with a deſign to impreſs the 
Ad; who concecaled themſelves in the 
chold; upon which Mr. Panton aſſumed 
the cuſtom-houſe nl and -prevended 
Deine that 
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2 the fore · hold upon 
whioh they were fired upon, and one af = 


Killed, and the v 05 


detain'd at a great expence; an the trifling 
ꝓtetence that ſome article (not on carga 


by the ue eee * 


0 


_ that he gras going, 0 ſeurch the veſſel for 


| goods,- god, ander this pre- 


16s, e the; hold, and epdeavour's | 


Apreſs the ſcamen, who: ffopd pn 
| skence, and told the officer, pep 


the ſeatnen was that thro! his atm, and 
anothar d This —— 
engagement, in which the lieu 

el brought, agg 
way, te Boſton, - by the man, of WIr 
Several other veſſels have been ſeiged in 


a $ 


the- Bay, at the. Vineyard, and hes I 


they have been obliged, by ene 


_ #rary winde, to make à harbour) dent into 


parts they were not bound for, ond there 


but belonging to the mariners) was found 
e eee eee asg, 
ay 2017. 1 e ti let 01 
— "yl aun: Gai of men ab, 
cutters, and other armed veſſels; purchaſe 
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tay 


38 this year to cruize on the trade” 
of this province, without diſcovering one 
veſſel in an illicit trade, tho” their expec- | 
tations were raiſed” in hopes of plunder, | 
by the unjuſt and cruel miſrepreſentations 
made by wicked and deſigning men. Some 
of the commanders of the king 8 ſhips. 
urcha d ſmall veſſels on their own. ac- 
counts, and ſent them into the little har- 
bours and 'coyes, whete the men of war 
could not cruiſe; and ſome of theſe have 
been dilgpiſed as coaſters, and every other 
method bas been uſed, to detect a ſup- 
poſed contraband. trade; even the yer 
of a little cutter purchaſed a fiſhing 
on his own account, for the ſame 5 5 15 J 
But being diſappointed of the advantages 
which were expected to be reaped. from, 
the condemnation of illicit traders, or the 
prizes (as they call'd them) they have been 
induced to take advantage of the miſtakes 
and omiſſions of the maſters of coaſting 
veſſels ſeveral of whom have been ſeized 
by thoſe guarda coſtas, and two actually 


condemned for ſome trifles found on 
E 2 board, 


(2690 


board, withaut being in the i. 
They have indeed ſeized twentyrthree 
other veſſels, upon ſome trifling , pretences, 
all of Which have been diſmiſs d, after 
being detain d ſome time, at a conſiderable 
expence The fiſhery, has likewiſe; been 
greatly diſtreſſod by the guarda coſtas.— | 
Many of our fiſhermen cure their fiſh at 
Canſo, and other plapes in Nova: Scotia, at 
a great diſtance: from any cuſtom- duſe, 
and when the fiſhing ſeaſon 1s over, they 
take in the fiſh they have cured on ſhore, ©. 
and return home: This has been the 
practice eyer fince the fiſhery was carried 
on, till the paſting of the late acts, and 
the appointment af officers of the cuſtqms | 
on board the King's veſſels, fince which 
-many of the fiſhing . veſſels have been ſciz'd 
by theſe avaricious officers, and condemn'd 
In the court of admitalty, for taking in 
their dry fiſh wichout firſt having a fr 
from the enſtom- houſe, and giving the 
Bont requited for non- enumerated Bode; 
and the ſkippers of thoſe veſſels are now 
ha, ae to n two . to > Halifax: « or 
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Eoutbourg, fieſt to gire bond and 6 2 
permit to foad, and when they have taker 
in their fiſh, to procure a clearance to 
|  ſereen: their veſſels and. fiſh. from the j 92 | 

of png: onſters. | 25 


The Commillioners Wem au by 5 
| aft of parliament they are not intituled to 

any ſhare of the forfeitures) appear, by the 
whole tenor of their conduct, to have been 
more intent upon making ſeizures, than 
upon promoting the revenue; nor have 
they ſhewn the leaſt diſpoſition to ſerve 
the trade, but have taken every method in 
their power to embarraſs it, by their direc- 
tions to the collectors and other officers of 
the cuſtoms *, and by their employing 
es of the moſt abandoned: n 


| Opn ol October yoke; Je eat, 
Mr. Lewis Gray, Capt. Daniel Maleom, Capt. Joh 
Matchet, and others, were libell'd for £. 9000 ſterling 
each, and held to bail in C. 3000 ſterling each, to ap- 

pear at the court of Vice-Admiraley, on ſuſpicion of their 
aiding and aſſiſting at the landing a few pipes of wine, 
mported in the * — from * more 
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under them, ſome of whom -have.a 
open violation: . 50 Jams 4. and one in 
5 bi ü cat by > x FLO wn ig 5 e 


Gan w were 2 * 1 2 "Its Ubet 
againſt Mr. Hancock came on the 7th of November, 
- when a vaſt number of witneſſes were examined upon 
ioterrogatories in the tedious method of the civil law, 
and no proof appearing againſt him, the gourt was ad- 
journ'd to the next week, and a new ſet of witneſſes 
were produced and examined in the ſame manner, and 
to a8 little purpoſe; aſter which the court was ſeveral 


adjourn'd, and other witneſſes, ſummoned, even 


r. Hancock's moſt intimate friends and acquaintancey 
fo that a great part of the winter was taken up in at- 


trending on the court of admiralty, and examining thoſe = 


 witneſles ;_ and after every method had been tried, and 
na pragf could be procured againſt him, in the ſpring. 

1709, on the publication of the new judge of admiralty*s. 
 commiffion, Mr. Hancock was diſcharg'd | from this ver 
atious and unprecedented libel. 


The libels againſt Mr. Gray, and JE on the 
ſame account, were diſmiſs'd at the ſame time, without 
examining any witneſſes in the caſe, | 


About the fame time Capt. Malcom, Capt. Dor- 
rington, and others, were libell'd for C. 2400 ſterling 
each, and held to bail in C. 8c ſterling, on ſuſpicion of 
their aſſiſting at the landing a. few pipes of wine, ſup- 
pos'd to be imported in the ſchooner Friendſhip, from 
the Weſtern. ande; and ad n d eyſdenees could be 

4 produce 


(9) 
without the leaſt otavorathon 
= upon the inhabitants, and by force of 


arms reſcued a priſoner, taken by ms 
King 8 wells from the hand of Oe 


be mere is 7 3 SES in he. nor- 

| chern colonies, and more particularly is - 
this province, have been greatly abuſed by 
V the repreſentations that have been made 
— to. Great-Britain, of their importing large 
ities of the manufactures of France, 

Hol and, Hambro' and other parts of Eu- 
rope, in a clandeſtine manner, which are 
falſe and malicious: The merchants in this 
proyince carry on no trade with any part 
of France, except to their iſlands in the 
Weſt-Indies; and no inſtance Fan be pro- 
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ee to 5 the 3 in theſe” weh, 8 


were. all. diſmiſſed at the ſame. time 0 Fe 
was. ; 


e of the ſame Kind of pee 
might be produc 'd, but theſe will be ſufficient” to ſhew 
in What a cruel and vexatious manner the inhabitants, 
of this province are treated by the Board of 'Commiſ- 
ſipner ,,. 


4 30 wi 


being Ants bk pr ite The Y Reg 


ere from Holland and Hambro“ are 


all enter'd in England, and the duties, to 
a conſiderable amount, annually are paid 
there. When the duty upon molaſſes was 
ſixpence ſterling a gallon, as there was no 
appropriation. made of that duty, it. was 
well known in England the officers of the 
_ cuſtoms connived at the importation, and 
their conduct was not diſapproved: How 
far this will juſtify ſuch repreſentations, is 
ſub 
ſince the d on molaſſes has been reduced, 
the whole, th ee th . been 2145 


. larly — 


The merchants do not Jnfies Shy to 
import any kind of goods that are preju- 
dicial to the manufactures of Great Britain, 
nor have they ever yet complain'd of their 
trade being confin'd to Great-Britain for 
ſueh goods as are manufactured there, fo 
| 2 as. ING) Ow be PROPS. A 
free, 1 


| wid 


to the impartial public but 
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x What the Coloniſts have lde to ex- 
moſt and hope for, is 2 repeal of all the 
acts impoſing duties on any kind of: gobde 
imported into the Britiſh colonies for the 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in America, 
as. being inconſiſtent with their rights as 
ree fi the removal of every unne- 
ceſſary burden upon trade, and chat it be | 
reſtor'd to the fame footing it was upon 
before the act of the 6th. of George the 
Second. ae alla wp; eee 


nn BY ey 
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* 


That molaſſes, Þ 3 to promote 
every branch of trade, and likewiſe * 
be admitted free of dtr. 


That the benden of winks | 880 
Madeira and the Azores may be permitted, 

agreeable to the act of the 1 of 8 

the Second. 775 | 


| 3 a8 7 "ke e 3 Rs 
Vine and oil, direct from Spain and Por- 
tugal, would be a great encouragement of | 
the r and will no ways interfere with 


wn oe 5 the 
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the manufactures of Orent- Brit, Ka 
the obliging all veſſels with "thoſe articles 
on board to call at ſome port in Great- 
Britain, being attended with great er- 
pence and delay; ad: as the acid of le- 
mons and oranges is is become almoſt ne- 


ceſſary for the health © and comfort .of | 
' the inhabitants of North-America, and 
theſe/ fruits not being able to endure re- 
peated tranſportation, it is hoped the di- 
rect importation of wine, oil, and fruit of 
all kinds, may alſo be Pn 


The taking off 7 the Ss on $68, paper, 
glaſs and colours, will not relieve the 
trade of the burdens it labours under—But 
ſhould all the revenue acts be repealed, and 

the trade relieved from all unneceſſary re- 


ſtrictions, and reſtor'd to the footing it was 


ußon before the act of the 6th of George 
the Second, and the indulgencies now men- 
tioned be granted, it would have a happy 
tendency to unite Great-Britain and her 
colonies on a laſting foundation—all clan- 
nn — then ceaſe—the great 
expence 
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expence. of men of war, cutters, of the 
commiſſioners, and other cuſtom- houſe of- 
ficers lately ap pointed to ſecure the revenue, 
might be ſaved— The trade, navigation and 


* 


fiſhery would not only be revived, . but 
greatly extended; and, in that caſe, the - 
growth of theſe | colonies would be yery - 


rapid, and conſequently the demand for 
Britin manufaktures e Us 


+ 3 £8 2 Ty. . 
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to the revenue acts, and the conduct of the 


cuſtom-houſe officers; but we cannot con- 


clude without mentioning che great, ex- 


pence and needleſs trouble accruing. to the 
"ne. by means s of the Naval Office. ok 

| Since the eſtabliſhment of 0 2 1 
> and the e 25 of cuſtom-houſe offi 


4.8 


and anten 0o-raluable e „ 
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F this. har it is proper to o obſerve, 
that wy after the . . regs colo- 
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nies, the »„— Sagen it neceſſury W. 
take ſome meaſures for the regulation ß 
the plantation trade. The act of the 12th 
of Charles the Second, for encouraging and 
increaſimg Mipping- and navigation, ordains 
what qualifications ſhall be neteſſary for 
veſſels trading to the colonies; and erjjoins- 
the Governor, or perſons by- him appointed, 
to inſpeck and take care that the ſame be 
obſerved, and to take bonds for alt veſſtis 
N any of the me dises in hors * 


24 


411 y years at, he the act ekt a Wis ; 
N of tlie fame reign, further regulations and 
reſtrictions were made, and ever; perſon or 
perſons importing goods into the -colonies 
obliged to deliver to the Governor of ſuch 
 Calany, or to Juch perſon or officer as ſhall be 
by. bim thereunfo authorized ar Swe, . 15 
true inventory of all ſach goods, c. ; 
this time, and until ten years after, no 4 | 
ties were laid, . by. act of parliament, upon 
any commodities i in the plantations, and of 
W no cuſtom-houles had 'been LE 
EO. 3” $2155 >> "or. 
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| Aa or beollectors © or” > th" Gi 
| houſe officers appointed wi Thought 0 in 
the colonies, but the whole care an 


; ſpection of trade remained with he Gow 505 | 
nor, or the perfor be appointed Navel 7 | 


— Afterwards, by the act of the 2 25th of 


the ſame reigh, chap. 7. ſect. = duties 
being laid on ſugars and ſundry other ar- 
| ticles,” to be paid in "the plantations, When 
carried from one plantation to another, the 


ſeveral duties ſo impoſed were to be levied 


and paid to ſuch collector or other officer, | 
in, ſaid. Plantations, as, ſhould thereafter be 


; appointed by the commiſſioners of the. euſ- 


- toms in England; who did. accordingly A 
appoint collectors, and ſuch other officers 
as occaſion required, for that purpoſe, who | - 
| ever ſince their appointment, it is well 
5 known, have had the chef e care pod. Jo. 


ſpection of the trade. 
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. From this account of the ail f dit 
. appears that, as formerly there were no 

cuſtom-houſes or cuſtom-houſe officers in 

America, the government thought. proper : 


to devolve the care and inſpection | of the 
| trade 


> "or 
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trade updn the Governor of each colony, or : 
fuch perſons as they ſhould appoint under them 
that purpoſe, who have been called Naval 
Offers; 3 that, upon the eſtabliſhment of 
8 and cuſtom - houſo officers, 
the eſtabliſhment of 'a naval-office, or . the 
appointment of naval-officers, was rendered 
altogether needleſs. The original deſign. of 
government, in the eſtabliſhment or ap- 
pointment of either, was, that the trade 5 
might be duly taken care of and inſpetted, | 
that frauds might be prevented, and that 
- abuſes in trade might be regulated: All 
© Uheſe purpoſes may be, and are, effeQually 
anſwered by the appointment of collectors 
And other officers of the cuſtoms; therefore 
- the nayal-office is altogether uſeleſs. As it 
Ba a grievous burthen, and tends greatly to 
retard bulinels, and is a needleſs expence, 5 
© without any benefit to the government, or 4 
. anſwering any one valuable purpoſe, Wes | 
Have juſt grounds of complaint, and cannot 
but * this office will be Silpnſed With, - 5 


Upon the * the trade 5 TOs is 
"ay the trade of Great-Britain betſelf; the 
| profits 


WES! 


4 ani thereof center there : 15 6 is one 1 
ſource from whence money ſo plentifully 
flows into the hands of the ſeveral manufac- 
turers, and from thence into the coffers of 
landholders throughout the whole kingdom: 
It is, in ſhort, the ſtrongeſt chain of con- 
nection between Britain and the colonies, 
and the principal means whereby thoſe 
ſources of wealth and power have been, and 
are, ſo uſeful and advantageous to her. 
The embarraſſments, difficulties, and in- 
ſupportable burdens under which this trade 
has laboured, have already made us pru- 
dent, frugal and induſtrious, and ſuch a 
ſpirit in the Coloniſts muſt ſoon, very ſoon, 
enable them to ſubſiſt without the manufac- 
tures of Great-Britain, the trade of which, 
as well as its naval power, has been greatly 
8 promoted and ſtrengthened by the luxury of 
the colonies; conſequently any meaſures 
that have a tendency to jnjure, obſtruct and 
diminiſh the American rade and navigation, 
muſt have the ſame effect upon that of 
| Great-Britain, bens & in 15 ee PROVE 
Ern RUIN. 
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